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Documenting the history of passenger service to Florida via Seaboard Air Line, Atlantic Coast Line,

and Florida East Coast, from the late 1800's up until Amtrak.
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BY STREAMLINER FROM NEW YORK TO FLORIDA by Joseph Welsh must have been one of

2002's more popular rail-oriented books; a check of  for "bestseller" potential in its field brings that

truth closer to light. This is not a huge surprise because, in fact, BY STREAMLINERS appeals to at

least six different groups of readers, for instance:(1) railway history buffs, of course; for there is not

only a lot of solid stuff here for specialists in railway history in general but also for students of(2)

these three dominant Florida rail lines in particular -- the Seaboard Air Line, the Atlantic Coast Line

and the Florida East Coast -- all lumped in with rail megasystem CSX Transportation in the 1980s

(only the "S" remains to remind us of the Seaboard); not to mention(3) those fortunate folk who rode

and remembered the experience of private-company rail travel from carriers that were constantly on

their mettle to be the best in the lucrative snowbelt-to-Florida service; and(4) younger folks like me

for whom the pre-Amtrak era is entirely or mostly history; not to leave out(5) lovers of 1950s style,

documentation of serious design as well as the "populuxe" kitsch of contemporary art and dress

(check out the cover of this book for a starter, of a Florida-bound SAL streamliner though northern

snow and under the New York - to D.C. "catenary" electric wires); and last but not least(6) folks who

just love the romance of railroading in general.
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